The fetal mandible measurement: an objective determination of fetal jaw size.
The sonographic diagnosis of micrognathia has been limited by the lack of an objective measurement of the fetal mandible. A cross-sectional study of 134 normal patients of known gestational age between 14 and 39 weeks' gestation was performed. Models to predict mandible length based on gestational age, biparietal diameter, head circumference or femur length were derived by least squares regression analysis. The 95% prediction limits were also derived. Utilization of these curves generated from a normal population should allow for a more sensitive and reproducible method to diagnose micrognathia in the fetus.